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The March 26, 2019 meeting of the Wildlife Resources Committee was called to order by Board 

Chairman Bodine Sinyard. Chairman Sinyard called on Dwight Evans, Chairman of the Wildlife Resources 

Committee. 

Mr. Evans called on John Bowers, Chief of Game Management, and Don McGowan, Region 

Operations Manager. 

Mr. Bowers stated the first item for consideration would be a briefing on the proposed 

amendments to hunting regulations, Chapter 391-4-2.  

Mr. Bowers stated the proposed hunting regulations include amendments to reflect statutory 

changes, shift bear season in the central zone, adjust either sex firearms days for deer, extend archery 

season for urban counties meeting criteria, regulate hunting and other activities on wildlife management 

areas and other public lands, and housekeeping changes. He further stated the final proposal and any 

public comments received would be presented to the Board at the May Board meeting. 

Mr. Bowers briefed the Board on possible legislation regarding air rifles going through the General 

Assembly. 

Mr. Stewart asked about permits for nuisance geese in Georgia. Mr. Bowers stated that rules 

regarding permits are set by federal framework and permits are issued by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service.  

Discussion ensued. 

Mr. Evans called on Dr. Tina Johannsen, Program Operations Manager.  

Dr. Johannsen stated Item B was an action on the Proposed Amendments to Hunting Regulations, 

Chapter 391-4-2, Pertaining to Federally-Regulated Migratory Birds.  

Dr. Johannsen stated the proposed migratory bird hunting season dates for 2019-2020 are within 

the frameworks provided by the USFWS.  She further stated that the Mallard bag limit has been reduced. 

Dr. Johannsen stated that she would request the Committee recommend that the Board approve 

the item as presented. 

A motion was made by Mr. Hatfield, seconded by Mr. Bagwell, and carried unanimously that the 

Committee recommend that the Board adopt the Resolution to approve the Proposed Amendments to 

Hunting Regulations, Chapter 391-4-2, Pertaining to Federally-Regulated Migratory Birds, as presented. 

Mr. Evans called on John Bowers for a briefing  on proposed amendments to general regulations, 

Chapter 391-4-9, pertaining to the Georgia WRD Land Pass. 

Mr. Bowers stated that the proposed amendments respond to ongoing customer service 

enhancements. He further stated that this rule will exempt people who have paid for WRD camping 

opportunities from the WRD Land Pass requirement during their paid camping dates. 
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Mr. Bowers stated the proposal and public comments would be presented to the Board at the 

May board meeting.  

Mr. Evans called on Ted Will, Assistant Chief of Fisheries Management, to brief the Board on Item 

D, Proposed Amendments to Fishing Regulations, Chapter 391-4-3, Pertaining to Public Fishing Areas. 

Mr. Will stated the proposed amendments will enhance DNR’s ability to provide greater customer 

service. He further stated the proposal will allow potential harvesting of Grass Carp. 

Mr. Will stated the final proposal and any public comments would be presented to the Board at 

the May Board meeting. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  

 


