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The May 24, 2017 meeting of the Land Committee was called to order by William Bagwell, 

Chairman of the Board of Natural Resources.  

 Chairman Bagwell called on Dwight Davis, Vice Chairman of the Land Committee, who called on 

Wes Robinson, Director of Public and Governmental Affairs.  

 Mr. Robinson stated that the first three items would be presented in one motion. He further 

stated that the Items A-C are all additions to the Ohoopee Dunes Wildlife Management Area in Emanuel 

County and all will greatly increase the recreational opportunities along the Ohoopee Dunes trail. He 

added that all the tracts have gopher tortoises and stands of long leaf pines.  

 Mr. Robinson stated that Item A is a 5,332.73± tract, Item B is a 349.057± tract, and Item C is a 

249.712± tract.  

Mr. Robinson stated he would request the Committee recommend that the Board approve the 

items as presented.  

A motion was made by Mr. Lambert, seconded by Mr. Stewart and carried unanimously that the 

Committee recommend that the Board adopt the Resolution to authorize the Commissioner to seek 

State Properties Commission approval to purchase the 5,332.73± acres of real property, Ohoopee Dunes 

Wildlife Management Area, Gambrell Tract, Emanuel County, as presented; the Resolution to authorize 

the Commissioner to seek State Properties Commission approval to purchase the 349.057± acres of real 

property, Ohoopee Dunes Wildlife Management Area, Karrh Tract, Emanuel County, as presented; the 

Resolution to authorize the Commissioner to seek State Properties Commission approval to purchase 

the 249.712± acres of real property, Ohoopee Dunes Wildlife Management Area, Tickanetley Tract, 

Emanuel County, as presented.  

Mr. Robinson stated that Item D is requesting approval to enter into a lease with Lee County for 

the Kinchafoonee Creek Boat Ramp. He further state that this will be a new ramp and open up access to 

the creek for recreation. He added that it will be a no-cost lease and while the Department will build the 

ramp and parking area, Lee County will provide the maintenance.  

Mr. Robinson stated he would request the Committee recommend that the Board approve the 

item as presented.  

 A motion was made by Mr. Stewart, seconded by Mr. Jones and carried unanimously that the 

Committee recommend that the Board adopt the Resolution to authorize the Commissioner to seek 

State Properties Commission approval to enter into a lease with Lee County for the Kinchafoonee Creek 

Boat Ramp, 1.486± acres, Lee County, as presented; 

 Mr. Robinson stated that Item E is requesting approval of legislative action and to enter into a 

settlement agreement between the State of Georgia and Mapache, LLC for Racoon Key in Camden 

County. He further stated that Racoon Key is 1,720 acres of which 1,546 of those are marsh. He added 



Minutes – Land Committee 
May 24, 2017 
Page 3 
 
 
that the settlement states that the LLC will quitclaim 1,546± tidal marshland acres in Raccoon Key and in 

exchange the LLC will receive from the State a quitclaim to 105± acres in Racoon Key, which will 

immediately be subject to a conservation easement to limit development.  

 Mr. Robinson stated that an additional 69± acres in Raccoon Key will be conditionally 

quitclaimed to the LLC, but if any portion of the 69 acres is not approved by the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers for a mitigation bank within five years following the execution of the settlement agreement, 

the portion not approved will be quitclaimed from the LLC to the State with no restrictions.  

Mr. Robinson stated he would request the Committee recommend that the Board approve the 

item as presented.  

 A motion was made by Mr. Jones, seconded by Mr. Stewart and carried unanimously that the 

Committee recommend that the Board adopt the Resolution to authorize the Commissioner to seek 

State Properties Commission of legislative action and to enter into a settlement agreement between the 

State and Mapache, LLC for Raccoon Key, Camden County, as presented.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  

  


