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The August 26, 2014 meeting of the Wildlife Resources Committee was called to order by
Chairman Philip Wilheit.

Chairman Wilheit called on Mark Mobley, Chairman of the Wildlife Resources Committee, who
called on John Bowers, Chief of Game Management, to present the proposed amendments to the
Waterfowl and Late Season Migratory Bird Regulations.

Mr. Bowers stated the Board was briefed on these proposals at the June meeting. He further
stated the proposed amendments were based on the anticipated framework as proposed by the USFWS.

Mr. Bowers stated the USFWS framework concerning the canvasback bag limit was more
restrictive than anticipated. He further stated the proposed rules were modified to reflect a bag limit
reduction from two to one for canvasbacks.

Mr. Bowers stated he would request the Committee recommend that the Board approve the
item as presented.

A motion was made by Mr. Yancey, seconded by Mr. Sinyard and carried unanimously that the
Committee recommend that the Board adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed amendments to
Hunting Regulations, Chapter 391-4-2-.40, 391-4-2-.43 through 391-4-2-.56, Waterfowl| and Late Season
Migratory Bird Regulations, as presented.

Chairman Mobley called on John Biagi, Chief of Fisheries Management, to present the proposed
amendments to Size Limit Regulations.

Mr. Biagi stated the proposed changes will replace the current protective slot length limit for
largemouth bass from Lake Oconee with a minimum length limit; modify the current minimum length
limit for largemouth bass from the lower Ocmulgee River between Macon, Georgia (Spring Street Bridge
Crossing) and its confluence with the Oconee River; and modify the current minimum length limit of
shoal bass from the upper Flint River (upstream of Warwick Dam).

Mr. Biagi stated the proposed rules were presented to the Board at the June meeting. He
further stated three public meetings were held in June with 52 people attending. He added 6,600 total
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comments were received during the public notice period with 83% of the comments being in favor of
the Lake Oconee proposals, 71% in favor of the Ocmulgee River proposals, and 79% in favor of the Flint
River proposals.

Mr. Biagi stated he would request the Committee recommend that the Board approve the item
as presented.

Mr. Mobley called on Gordon Rogers, Flint Riverkeepers, who signed up to speak on the
proposed rules.

Mr. Rogers spoke in support of the proposed amendments.

A motion was made by Mr. Sinyard, seconded by Mr. Yancey and carried unanimously that the
Committee recommend that the Board adopt the Resolution to approve the proposed amendments to
Fishing Regulations, Chapter 391-4-3-.06, Size Limit Regulations, as presented.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



