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The September 28, 2016 meeting of the Coastal Committee was called to order by Chairman 

William Bagwell.  

 Chairman Bagwell called on Nancy Addison, Chair of the Coastal Committee. 

Ms. Addison called on Karl Burgess, Manager of the Marsh and Shore Management Program, to 

brief the Board on the proposed rulemaking, standards and conditions for Private Recreational Docks 

(PRDs). 

Mr. Burgess stated that the biggest challenge with PRDs is that there are no standards or 

conditions specified in state law. He further stated that today he is briefing the Board on proposed rules 

intending to codify the standards that are currently being used. He added that the rules being proposed 

are under the Department’s authority to manage public trust lands.  

Mr. Burgess stated that the purpose under section 1 of the rule is to promulgate rules and 

regulations relative to issuance of Revocable Licenses (RL) by the department for PRDs located over 

state-owned tidal water bottoms of the 11 coastal counties. He further stated that the definitions 

included in Section 2 are consistent with definitions in the Protection of Tidewaters Act, the Coastal 

Marshlands Protection Act, and existing regulations. He added that Section 3 of the rule details the 

eligibility criteria, which includes: 1) ownership of the upland property in which the dock will originate, 

2) the properties must be riparian to the waterway in which a dock is requested, and 3) the application 

must meet the exemption defined in the Coastal Marshlands Protection Act.  

Mr. Burgess stated that Section 4 of the rule lists the requirements for the Revocable License 

(RL) Application which includes: 1) Proof of ownership, 2) Parcel Plat, 3) Adjacent Owner Notification 

Form, and 4) Professional Drawings.   He further stated that Section 5 of the rule states the standards 

and conditions for a new PRD. He added that PRDs are broken down into two subcategories: 1) 

Waterway with a width 20 feet or less, where no fixed deck or floating dock is allowed, and 2) A 

waterway with a width greater than 20 feet. He added that this section also details the PRD components 

necessary.  

Mr. Burgess stated that Section 6 of the rule gives criteria for modification to existing PRDs and 

Section 7 states that maintenance or reconstruction of existing PRDs requires authorization from the 

Department. He further stated that Section 8 of the rule lists general conditions for the RL, which were 

stated in the presentation at the last Board meeting. He added that that Section 9 of the rule lists the 

penalties for revocation, suspension or modification of authorization.  

Mr. Burgess stated that the public notice would be issued September 29, 2016 and the public 

comment period would close October 31, 2016. He further stated that he would return to the Board for 

action on December 13, 2016.  

Mr. McWhorter asked if there would be a built-in appeal process.  
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Mr. Burgess stated that there are opportunities built in to address issues as they arise.  

Mr. Jones commended the Coastal Resources Division for their consideration of both the state’s 

interests and the needs of landowners.  

Ms. Addison thanked Mr. Burgess 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  

 

 

 


